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http://www.awacompetitions.com
http://www.facebook.com/awacompetitions


IDEAS 
COMPE-
TITIONS
AWA is an architecture platform that focuses on organizing competitions for students all arou-

nd the word to RE-think the future of Portugal. 

AWA (Award Word Architecture) Competitions are based on a new necessity to RE-think the 

future of Portugal cities and spaces. This last years have been very hard and difficult for most 

of Portuguese architects, due to economic crisis, leading to a very poor innovative constructed 

projects in the main cities and also smaller villages and natural spaces. Students and young 

graduates are also consequently facing, in many countries, serious difficulties to have public 

recognition of their ideas, see them correctly published and evaluated. The new professional 

standarts can be a hard step to achieve for this large community.

AWA was created by a group of three young architects that focused on finding a way to solve 

some of the problems highlighted above, concerned by a need of creative and innovative ideas 

in the portuguese architecture. 

The  main objective of this platform is to offer innovating opportunities to all students and 

young graduates around the world to create, expose, communicate new visions and creati-

ve ideas to revive Portugal! All these ideas will help provide creative value to their portfolios 

offering the same conditions that professionals competitions does. The projects will all be 

published in our website creating an hub of innovative projects, that can be compared and 

appreciated giving an global picture of the current trends. The best projects selected by the 

jury will be awarded with unique and special prizes!

Come on students, let the new ideas revive Portugal!

AWA 
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OPORTO
CITY

Oporto is one the main cities in Portugal, with a rich culture and

traditions. With a huge historic past including Christian conquests

over the Muslim empire, French Napoleonic invasions

in the 19th century and even a civil war during

the political tensions between monarchists and liberalists,

Oporto has a huge

package of traditions ready to be told and explored by the all!

The city has a lot of particular and unique traditions like its gastronomy with special dishes. “Tripas à 

moda do Porto” (Guts Oporto style) is one of these dishes, invented during the 15th century when almost 

all the meat was packed for the ships that set sail to conquer new lands, forcing the Oporto habitants to 

eat the guts that remained. The “francesinha” is also a very traditional and somewhat famous dish in the 

city, brought by the French during the Napoleonic invasions and then improved by some famous cooks 

like Daniel David Silva.

A huge part of the events that happens in the city is aimed at university’s students. We can find during 

the academic year a lot of events organized by student associations that promotes processions, night 

parties, concerts and traditional gatherings of all faculties of the city. On the other hand there are some 

cultural events organised in the main squares and public spaces that enhance the traditional aspects of 

the Oporto lifestyle.

Traditions
(gastronomy and events)



With a historic path that began with the Roman Empire, the city as a lot of famous churches like the 

Porto Cathedral, Cedofeita’s church and the Trindade church. Some of the monuments and spaces due to 

their special and monumental architecture have a huge tourist impact like the D. Luis bridge designed by 

Gustavo Eifel, the Clérigo’s tower by Nicolau Nasoni and many modern projects like the Liberty Squa-

re by Siza Vieira, the Trindade Station and the brilliant contemporary project “Casa da Música” by Rem 

Koolhaas.

The city is located on a unique and very particular geographic location, near the ocean and Douro River 

with a very accentuated relief all over the city with hundreds of meters from the lowest part of the city to 

the highest. This results in an amazing city skyline and unique views from the top of some of the city’s 

hills.

Monuments and Geography
(historic buildings and elevation)
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The city’s lifestyle has changed during the last years due to the economic crisis that Portugal suffered. 

Since 2001 when the city was nominated European Capital of Culture only a few projects have been 

made and the ones who were built mostly focused on tourism.

Oporto is now one of thousands of cities in the world victim of gentrification, with people escaping from 

the core and centre of the city to live in the surroundings, leaving the historic spaces to tourists, night 

parties and recreations.

Due to these two factors we see a city that has great characteristics but almost abandoned by their inha-

bitants and where he economic crisis accentuates the amount of abandoned and deserted areas.

The new trend of creativity that focuses on a reinterpretation of the local economy into a new flexible 

system that promotes new opportunities for young creative professionals, has been, during this past few 

years a new starting point to revitalize Oporto.

With a huge number of young professionals fighting to get career opportunities in the city, we can see 

that the cultural lifestyle and environment still can manage to attract new talents. Focusing on these 

young professionals seems to be a huge step to be able to reach technological, creative and innovative 

progress that leads consequently to better economic development.

For this new class to arise the city must be able to promote the right conditions for them. Being able to 

attract new professionals means revitalizing the economic core and inverse the gentrification process 

giving a new lifestyle and creative mark to the city’s spaces.

WHERE IS 
THE PROBLEM

Creative Solution!



THE 
PROPO-
SAL

This exercise will focus on designing a Co-working space promoting the right conditions for 

the young creative professionals to work in the city. The project must be able to reunite pro-

fessionals from all kinds of fields and have a critical and innovative thinking about the city’s 

actual issues and weaknesses.

Located near the historic centre of the city, the site is mainly a car parking area partially 

under a bridge, on the top of a cliff with a unique view to the river and the opposite margin. 

Teams are free to explore the most bold and out of the box ideas, using for their advantage 

the relief of the site and also promoting new ways to innovate co-working spaces within the 

program stipulated.

Within the co-working area the project must include a good spatial diversity demonstrating a 

study and analysis of the new tendencies in these new functional buildings.
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PROGRAM
CO-WORK SPACE

ADMINISTRATION

LOBBY

PUBLIC GYM

SERVICES

GREEN AND 
EXTERIOR SPACES

PARKING AREA

1700 m2

60 m2

400 m2

Variable

50 places

TOTAL: 3000m2 
(excluding exterior 
spaces and parking)

Note: The program above describe should be 
considered as guidelines to a complete and 
correctly functional project, but it doesn’t forbid 
the teams to explore new functional areas, 
expand the intervention area or combining some 
elements here mentioned as long as all the 
decisions are correctly justified!

Printing area  20 m2

Offices   30 m2

Meeting area  20 m2

Archives   30 m2

Restroom   40 m2

x2

x2

x2

x2

x2

x3

Stationery   15 m2

Zen space   100 m2

Kitchen   60 m2 

Dining area  150 m2

Bar   80 m2

Technical area  10 m2

Meeting area  80 m2

Conference room  100 m2

Nursery room  20 m2

Professional support Office 30 m2

Group activities  80 m2

WC/storage 



COMPETITION 
TIMELINE 

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

Jan. 04th – Launch of the Competition

April 15th – FINAL DATE FOR PROJECT 

       SUBMISSION (until 23:59 GMT)

April 16th – May 09th – Jury evaluation

May 10th – WINNERS ANNOUNCEMENT

Jan.  15th

April 15th

Jan. 04th – Feb.  05th – Early Registration - 30€*

Feb.  06th – Mar. 05th – Regular Registration - 50€*

Mar. 06th – April 15th – Final Registration - 75€*

Final Submission 

The registration is per team and can be done by regis-

trating in our official website: www.awacompetitions.

com. After the registration each team will receive an 

e-mail indicating two options for the payment, Paypal or 

bank transfer, and the team’s ID CODE. Only after the 

payment is confirmed teams will be allowed to submit 

their projects.

The payment made through bank transfer must be 

identified with the ID CODE so that we can relate 

them correctly ! As for the Paypal option the pay-

ment can be done by loging in our webiste and will 

automatically be identified with the ID CODE. For 

more information don’t hesitate to contact us by 

e-mail.

All dates referred have as limit 23 :59 (+0:00)

*VAT included 

http://paypal.com
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PRIZES 

12 3st

1100€
600€ 300€

nd rd

5 

HONORABLE MENTIONS
 with no monetary prize

+

3000 € IN PRIZES

 Publications for all 3 prizes in AWA Platform

 Publication in Architime for all 3 prizes

Publication in ArchiNews for all 3 prizes

 Exhibition for all winners in Coimbra University

 Reviews in others several architecture blogs and sites

- All student architects (must present student ID if chosen as winner) and young professionals who graduated less than 5 years 

ago (according to their degree expedition date!) can participate in this competition.

- Teams can be formed with 1 to 4 members. Students don’t have to be necessarily from the same university or country.

- Not all members have to be architecture specialist although it’s recommended that at least one member should be.

 Publications for all 5 prizes in AWA Platform

 Exhibition for all winners in Coimbra University

 Reviews in others several architecture blogs and sites

Who can
participate?



SUBMISSIONS 
REQUIREMENTS 
All the necessary documentation will be available on our official website, inclu-

ding, AutoCAD files, city video presentation, photos of the site. Teams can use 

these materials for their projects but can also create, obtain and include their 

own graphic materials and documents.

Until the submission deadline each team should submit one A1 size panel  

(84,1cm x 59,4cm) in .JPEG format, landscape or portrait with their project. The 

presentation is completely free from parameters and rules. It’s up to each team 

to decide which graphic elements to include and what’s the better way to present 

their project (although the text must be in English in order to promote uniformity 

and a clear understanding of the project).

The panel has to be identified WITH THE ID CODE ONLY in order to be accepted 

by us. If a panel includes any names or personal information it will be immedia-

tely disqualified without refund!

This file should be named after the registration code, ex. “XXX123.jpeg”

The panel must be upload in your account in AWA Ideas Competitions website. 

There, each team will find a simple process to upload their panel. Remember, 

only one panel is accepted, and the maximum weight is 15MB!

All the materials submitted during the competition will be added to AWA’s files, 

and AWA team will have the right to publish, promote, print and use these do-

cuments by always making the proper mention of their authors, which keep full 

rights over their design.

XXX123

.jpeg

15 MB

=

@

A1- 841mm x 594mm
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JURY
EVALUATION PROCESS 

A wide range of knowledge in Architecture and Urbanism is being taken into account in order to present a group of professio-

nals with authority in evaluating the subjects and underlying problematic of the proposed competition. The Jury will be compo-

sed by a group of architects, whose experience and professional path proves their profound knowledge and ability in Architec-

ture problematics and projects. We know how important it is for participants to know the jury’s members so once we have the 

confirmation of participation we wil publish the names on our website.

Jury currently being selected
keep up to date in

www.awacompetitions.com

The evaluation criteria are based on a correct, creative and innovative answer to the problem above specified. 

It’s recommended that the team should analyse and study the project’s main concept and idea to be able to ac-

complish good results. Teams should also follow the parameters stipulated in this document, although, the jury 

reserves the right to award proposals that may fail some parameters, as long as it’s architecturally justified.

The selection process goes through 3 different phases:

1- The AWA team will select 30 projects.

2- The jury will study all the projects and may or may not add new projects to the selection.

3- In the final meeting the jury will decide the winners and honourable mentions within the final selection.

Note: All architects will express their willingness to take part in the competition as a jury member, but their participation is subject to their profes-

sional commitments. As member of the jury they are not allowed to participate in the competition. The same is applied to all members that adminis-

trates and coordinates “AWA Ideas Competitions”.



Sir, I have questions please!

For any questions related with the competition like the main program, the site or the ca-

lendar, feel free to post them in our facebook page. This allows all participants to see the 

question and respective answer promoting uniformity of information. Although if you have 

question regarding registration and payment you can send us an e-mail to awacompeti-

tions@gmail.com!

Note: AWA reserves the right to make any changes to this document (dates, deadlines, requirements, jury, etc) 

if this benefits the majority of the competition participants.

Note: The project proposal is fictitious and will not be built. This is an exercise and therefore will not follow the 

urban planning regulations. This exercise has been exclusively created by AWA and has no affiliation with the 

site owner or construction company.

Note: If the competition does not reach a total of 60 teams, AWA deserves the right to cancel the competi-

tion and refund all teams for their registration!

Good luck and get to work!

QUESTIONS ?
REGISTER NOW

http://www.uc.pt/fctuc/darq
http://www.arquitectura.uminho.pt/
http://architime.ru/
http://www.archinews.pt/home
https://www.facebook.com/awa.competitions%3Fref%3Dhl
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQKS-8_XZVhiuqo20Vu5HpQ
http://www.awacompetition.com
http://www.awacompetitions.com
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